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Save As You Throw (SAYT) Research Subcommittee Acceptance of Final Report

Recommended Action Motion

I move that the Environmental Sustainability Board accept the findings of the Save As 

You Throw Research Subcommittee as presented in the SAYT Final Report and ask 

staff to forward the Board’s decision to County Council. 

Or

I move that the Environmental Sustainability Board accept the findings of the Save As 

You Throw Research Subcommittee as amended in the SAYT Final Report and ask staff 

to forward the Board’s decision to County Council. 

Or 

I move that the Environmental Sustainability Board reject the findings of the Save As 

You Throw Research Subcommittee as amended in the SAYT Final Report and ask staff 

to forward the Board’s decision to County Council. 

Body

This report summarizes the research and public outreach results of the Save As You Throw 

Research Subcommittee efforts during 2019. All major findings have been previously presented 

at ESB monthly meetings. This report compiles those results and makes them available to the 

County Council for consideration.

Subcommittee research did show that SAYT could potentially provide several benefits, including 

waste reduction and increased diversion. We also found that the idea was quite popular with 

residents we spoke to, mostly due to perceived greater fairness and anticipated environmental 

benefits. In addition, the effect on projected solid waste rates was likely to be neutral for average 

households, and beneficial to those who reduced their trash. 

Nevertheless, after much consideration and very thorough research and analysis, and discussion 

with the Board in Nov 2019, it was found that the SAYT program is not beneficial for Los Alamos 

County at this time for several reasons: 

1) The implementation costs are high relative to the cost savings.  
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2) Additional diversion strategies, including food waste prevention efforts as well as food 

composting, should be further explored and implemented to achieve the greatest amount of 

waste reduction. Operating food compost programs locally will result in waste reduction and cost 

savings by avoiding hauling and disposal fees, while implementing a food waste education 

campaign will educate residents about food waste and will result in food waste prevention. 

3) At present, an economic dis-incentive exists to expand the volume of recycling.  As a result of 

the China Ban, and the increased recycle processing fees that began in September 2019, 

overall costs increase rather than decrease with additional recycling volume. 

For a SAYT program to be successful in Los Alamos County at a future time, a food waste 

composting program and food waste prevention campaign should first be explored to maximize 

waste diversion from the landfill. Moreover, recycle market conditions need to return to a state 

where reduced processing costs provide a positive fiscal incentive for communities to further 

promote recycling. 

Furthermore, the County would like to thank the Save As You Throw Research Subcommittee, 

namely Sue Barns, Amanda MacDonald, and Heather Ward for their investment of time and 

energy, high level of professionalism and dedication throughout the exploration of Save As You 

Throw.

Attachments

C - Save As You Throw Final Report with Appendix
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